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-involved in social housing since 1991, creating homes and environments 
for all users.

- working with a wide range of organisations from Housing Associations, 
Community Groups, individual users and of course OT departments and 
Councils.

- based in Glasgow, working in a geographical area from Inverness to Ayr, 
Tiree to Edinburgh
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Current legislation and guidelines
-Building Standards
-Housing for Varying Needs
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Ground Floor

2006 Regs Applied

2 bed / 4 person House

Ground Floor 

2007 Regs Applied

`
3.12.3 – The WC activity space has 
increased in size. The requirement for 
a future show provision will also 
increase the size of the room.

3.11.2 – The requirement for an enhance 
apartment can be accommodated in the 
living space. The requirement to 
increase the size of other rooms may 
result in a reduction in size to the living 
room.

4.2.8 – An unobstructed, 
700 x 400 mm, space is 
required at the bottom of 
the stair to provide the 
future provision of a stair 
lift.

3.11.3 – The kitchen will have to 
accommodate a manoeuvring space 
for wheelchairs. The space is larger 
than the standard wheelchair circle 
and may result in some kitchen 
layouts not complying.

`
4.1.3 – Additional steps reqd if ramp 
greater than 300m in height. 4.3.11 + 
4.3.13 – Ramp gradient and landing 
length do not comply(buildings will 
effectively be closer to road level –
will have an effect on material storage 
on site etc)
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Upper Floor

2006 Regs Applied

2 bed / 4 person House

Upper Floor 

2007 Regs Applied

`

3.11.6 – Drying of Washing. 

The requirement for indoor drying can 
be satisfied by ensuring that a wall 
mounted appliance can be fitted over 
a bath.

`
4.2.8 – A 700 x 200 space is required 
at the top of a stair, this should be 
accommodated without any change

4.3.3 – The effective width of a stair now 
has to be 900 mm. To allow for a handrail 
at construction or for future proofing the 
stair should be 1000 mm wide. This has 
increases the floor area on both floors by 
approx 0.3m2 totalling 0.6 m2

`
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Ground Floor

2006 Regs Applied

3 bed / 6 person House

Ground Floor 

2007 Regs Applied

3.11.3 – Kitchen OK. 1500x1500

activity space can be accommodated 
clear of any  fixed  obstructions

`3.12.3 – The WC is not large enough to 
provide the new activity space, more 
area is required.

This toilet does not allow for a future 
shower, see comment above

4.2.8 – An unobstructed, 700 x 400 
mm, space is required at the bottom of 
the stair to provide the future 
provision of a stair lift.

`

3.12.3 This store is large enough to 
accommodate a future shower and 
could be used to satisfy the 
Standards, the practicality of it’s 
location would need careful 
consideration

4.3.3 – The effective width of a stair now has 
to be 900 mm. To allow for a handrail at 
construction or for future proofing the stair 
should be 1000 mm wide. This has increases 
the floor area on both floors by approx 0.3m2 
totalling 0.6 m2

`
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Upper Floor

2006 Regs Applied

3 bed / 6 person House

Upper Floor 

2007 Regs Applied

`

3.11.6 – Drying of Washing. 

The requirement for indoor drying can 
be satisfied by ensuring that a wall 
mounted appliance can be fitted over 
a bath.

`

4.2.8 – Access between floors. 
Enhanced space for stair lift provision 
(needs to be unobstructed so window 
would need to be relocated here. Will 
mean no window or bigger landing

3.11.2 – Window controls must be min 
800mm from wall

`4.3.3 – The effective width of a stair 
now has to be 900 mm. To allow for a 
handrail at construction or for future 
proofing the stair should be 1000 mm 
wide. This has increases the floor area 
on both floors by approx 0.3m2 
totalling 0.6 m2)

4.2.6 – Corridor width may need 
altered where doors open into 
corridor.
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Ground Floor

2006 Regs Applied

2 bed / 4 person cottage flat – ground floor

Ground Floor 

2007 Regs Applied

`

3.11.6 – Drying of Washing. 

The requirement for indoor drying can 
be satisfied by ensuring that a wall 
mounted appliance can be fitted over 
a bath.

4.2.6 – Corridor width 
needs altered where doors 
open into corridor. Also 
door spacing needs 
changed to allow 1100x800 
manoeuvring space.

`

4.1.3 – Additional steps reqd if ramp 
greater than 300m in height. 4.3.11 + 
4.3.13 – Ramp gradient and landing 
length do not comply.

`4.2.8 – An unobstructed, 
700 x 400 mm, space is 
required at the bottom of 
the stair to provide the 
future provision of a stair 
lift.

3.11.3 – Kitchen activity space

This example layout does not comply

`

4.2.10 – Upper flats will now need an 
1100x800 store at ground level 
outwit the circulation space + space 
for stair lift at top and bottom. 
(generally an increase of approx 1-
2m2) 

`4.3.11 + 4.3.13 Upper 
flats can no longer 
have stepped 
entrances. 
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Upper Floor

2006 Regs Applied

2 bed / 4 person cottage flat – first floor

Upper Floor 

2007 Regs Applied

`

3.11.6 – Drying of Washing. 

The requirement for indoor drying can 
be satisfied by ensuring that a wall 
mounted appliance can be fitted over 
a bath.

4.2.6 – Corridor width 
needs altered where 
doors open into corridor. 
Also door spacing needs 
changed to allow 
1100x800 manoeuvring 
space.

3.11.3 – Kitchen activity space

This example layout does not comply

4.2.10 – A stair leading to the 
“principle living level” must now 
be classed as “any other stair” 
with a minimum pitch of 34 deg.

This increases the length of the 
stair by 975mm. This affects the 
plan below as well.
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Sitting spaces which work…

…some that do not.
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Create spaces which feel 
friendly and domestic
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‘You should expect to be able to sit somewhere and have a view out of a 
window.’

‘You can 
control the 
heating,lighting
and ventilation 
in your room.’
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quality external spaces

conservatory/sun space?
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